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The International Conference on Geographies of Health and Living in Cities: Making Cities Healthy for All 
(H-Cities 2016) was held at the University of Hong Kong on 21-24 June 2016. The conference was jointly organized 
by the Department of Geography at the University of Hong Kong (HKU), HKU Geographical Information Systems 
Research Centre, Hong Kong Geographical Information Systems Association (HKGISA), Australian Research 
Council Centre of Excellence for Climate System Science, and the International Geospatial Health Research 
Network. 
 
The conference covered a wide range of themes related to spatial and placed-based issues in the context of 
health, well-being, quality of life, climate, disease, and health care in cities. About 100 papers were presented at the 
three-day-programmed conference under four major themes: Sustainability, Nature in City, Health and Well-being, 
and Spatial Technology. Authors of paper and poster presentations were invited to submit papers for publication in 
the Procedia. A total of 42 papers have been received for peer-review. 34 papers were accepted and included in this 
Procedia.  
 
This academic conference has successfully brought together scholars and researchers from across a spectrum 
of disciplines such as geography, public health, urban planning, sociology, social work, public policy, and 
informatics, to share cutting-edge research, experiences, perspectives, and the latest GIScience and spatial 
technology developments in healthcare and well-being.   
 
We are extremely honoured and thankful to have four prominent keynote and four invited speakers (listed in 
alphabetical order by last name) to speak on various issues about urban environment and health in the conference. 
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1) Sophia Siu-chee Chan, Under Secretary, Food and Health Bureau, Hong Kong 
Topic: " Connecting Public Health and Urban Planning: Challenges and Opportunities 
 
2) Paul Cheung, Professor, National University of Singapore, Singapore 
Topic: “Making Cities Smarter through Information Integration: Policy and 
Methodological Considerations” 
 
3) Susan Elliott, Professor, University of Waterloo, Canada  
Topic: “From Science to Society in Health Geography: Water, health and well-being” 
 
4) Chi-yung Jim, JP, Chair Professor, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
Topic: “Creating a Complex Native Urban Woodland for Compact Urban Area” 
 
5) Mei-Po Kwan, Professor, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA  
Topic: "Rethinking Context and Exposure: A Geospatial Perspective" 
 
6) Tsz-cheung Lee, Senior Scientific Officer, Hong Kong Observatory, Hong Kong 
Topic: “Climate Information Services in Hong Kong and Their Applications in Urban 
and Health Aspects” 
 
7) Christine Kung-wai Loh, JP, Under Secretary, Environment Bureau, Hong Kong 
Topic: "The Future of Cities - Greener, Healthier and Smarter" 
 
8) S(Subu) V Subramanian, Professor, Harvard University, USA 
Topic: “Moving Beyond Averages: Embracing Variation in Population Health” 
 
 
We would also like to extend our gratitude to members of the organizing committee (listed in alphabetical 
order by last name) for their enormous support in this conference. 
 
Benjamin Barratt, Kings’ College London 
Michael Brauer, University of British Columbia 
Ester Cerin, Deakin University 
Wendy Chen, The University of Hong Kong 
Lewis Cheung, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Alice Chow, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Lincoln Fok, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Tung Fung, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Erjia Ge, University of Toronto 
Melissa Hart, ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate System Science 
Karen Kemp, University of Southern California 
Chi-Yung Jim, The University of Hong Kong 
Lutz Katzschner, University of Kassel 
Robin Kearns, University of Auckland 
Alexander Kraemer, Bielefeld University 
Mei-Po Kwan, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
Poh-Chin Lai, The University of Hong Kong 
Nina Siu-Ngan Lam, Louisiana State University 
Winnie Lam, The University of Hong Kong 
Anna Lee, Centennial College 
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Yuguo Li, The University of Hong Kong 
Zhilin Li, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Hui Lin, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Chun-Ho Liu, The University of Hong Kong 
Becky Pui-Ying Loo, The University of Hong Kong 
Chien-Tat Low, The University of Hong Kong 
Andreas Matzarakis, German Meteorological Service (DWD) 
Matthew Pang, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Pei Qing, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Gerard Rushton, University of Iowa 
John Wenzhong Shi, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Kenneth SS Tang, The University of Hong Kong 
Thuan Quoc Thach, The University of Hong Kong 
Linwei Tian, University of Hong Kong 
Donggen Wang, Hong Kong Baptist University 
Jinfeng Wang, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Charles Man-Sing Wong, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Paulina Pui-Yun Wong, The University of Hong Kong 
Anthony Gar-On Yeh, The University of Hong Kong 
Paul Siu-Fai Yip, University of Hong Kong 
Feng Zhang, University of Hong Kong 
Qiming Zhou, Baptist University of Hong Kong 
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